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Vocabulary Mastery Program

for

English Teacher Recruitment Test

15 Minutes, 20 Questions

Directions: Each question below consists of a
word printed in capital letters, followed by five
lettered words or phrases. Choose the lettered
word or phrase that is most nearly opposite in
meaning to the word in capital letters.

Since some of the questions require you to
distinguish fine shades of meaning, be sure to
consider all the choices before deciding which
one is best.

1. COMPRESSION

(A) increase in volume
(B) change of altitude
(C) loss of stability
(D) absence of matter
(E) lack of motion

2. REFINE

) loosen
obscure
destabilize
decrease size

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) reduce purity

)
)
)
)

3. BALK

) extend

derive

observe

plan ahead carefully

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) move ahead willingly

)
)
)
)

4. ANTIPATHY

) affection
) courtesy

) exasperation
) obstinacy
)

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) cynicism

10.

. PATHOLOGICAL

adequate
variable
temporary

(

(B) assess
(C) engulf
(D) commend
(E) affirm

deranged

)
) raspy
)
) uproarious

anticipate
enable
clarify
endorse

PERTINACITY
) liability
simplicity
vacillation
eccentricity

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) misrepresentation

)
)
)
)

GAINSAY

) speak kindly of
) tell the truth about
) forecast

) affirm
)

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) reiterate
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Directions: For the following Text Completion questions, select one entry

for each blank from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in

the way that best completes the text.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Unable to escape their own literary tradition, literary critics either become
the of that tradition or, on the contrary, use their knowledge of it to
reinterpret writers and trends from new perspectives.

(A) liberators (D) antithesis

(B) guardians (E) gadflies

(C) successors

Not only was Jarry the pandemonium his play sparkled, he

actually worked to foment the conflict, organizing a posse to boo if the rest
of the audience applauded and cheer if the other attendees booed.

(A) riled by (D) critical of
(B) surprised by (E) detached from
(C) unperturbed by

Boreal forest is at the southern boundary of the moss-dominated tundra,
which remains characteristically treeless because its spongy surface retains
water that cannot drain away through the underlying permafrost. But as
temperatures rise the permafrost recedes, (i) the (i) of forest.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) impairing (D) renewal
(B) facilitating (E) incursion
(C) decelerating (F) decline

As late as the 1990s, Merry Wiesner Hanks argued that developments
during the Reformation and the Enlightenment had () effects on the
participation of women in the field of medicine. She claimed that the

(i)  Reformation and Enlightenment women left female health’s

practitioners restricted to assisting in an unpaid and unrecognized capacity.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) dire (D) unchanging opportunities for
(B) positive (E) worsening positions of

(C) ambiguous (F) greater respect for
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15. Thereis (i)  evidence that the giant African land snail A. fulica is a
serious threat to the spread of human disease. Giant snails do carry rat
lungworm—infection by which is a common cause of meningitis—but so do
many other snail species. Moreover, if the threat posed by A. fulica were

(i) , one would expect to see an increase in disease rates  (ii) a
rise in the spread of snails. However, in places like New Caledonia,
explosions in giant snail populations have coincided with a fall in the
number of meningitis cases.

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) abundant (D) contained (G) corresponding to
(B) ambiguous (E) recognized (H) predating
(C) little (F) major (1) giving way to

16. There is no sense trying to rehabilitate the reputation of the mosquito;
nobody loves such a creature. But it’s (i) to (i) all2,600

described species of mosquito when it’s just 80 or so—3 percent—that
drink human blood. Among those 2,520 relatively (i)  kinds of
mosquitoes, there’s even one we’d like to see in greater numbers:
Taxorhynchites, the mosquito that eats other mosquitoes.

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) rare (D) malign (G) blameless
(B) necessary (E) represent (H) pernicious

(C) unfair (F) commend (1) valuable
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Directions: For the following Sentence Equivalence questions, select the

two answer choices that, when used to complete the sentence, fit the

meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences that

are alike in meaning.

17.

18.

19.

20.

We should be more than we often are when making claims about
antiquity—for example, the common statement, “The ancient Athenians
invented democracy,” is simply not true when put like that.

skeptical IEl trusting
| B|credulous equivocal
precise circumspect

The author advocates a diminished role for philosophy, aiming to show that
many of the questions traditionally debated among philosophers can be
the realm of scientific inquiry.

ceded to [ D]initiated by
inferred from germane to
relevant to left to

With regard to verity, neutrality, and transparency, nothing about the
Internet makes it any different than Gutenberg’s printing press, which could
serve just as well as truth.

fantasy @ disinformation
bureaucracy mendacity
protocol panic

As astronomers do not yet have a good understanding of the fundamental
nature of dark matter, it should not be a surprise that astronomy students’
ideas about dark matter are, at best,

superficial @ mistaken
sketchy outdated
inconsistent far-fetched

ST FH QR code HUEHE IR IE ER 2
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A

0 abandon, 8

3 absence of matter, 1
3 abundant, 15

dd acute, 5

3 adequate, 5

Q3 affection, 4

Q0 affirm, 6, 10

(Jd ambiguous, 14, 15
0 anticipate, 8

0 antipathy, 4

Q0 antithesis, 11

[ assess, 6

B

Q balk, 3
[ blameless, 16
(Jd bureaucracy, 19

4 engulf, 6

1 equivocal, 17
J0 exasperation, 4
A extend, 3

F

0 facilitate, 13
1 fantasy, 19
0 far-fetched, 20
(0 forecast, 10

G

4 gadfly, 11

0 gainsay, 10

0 germane to, 18

0 give way to, 15

(JQ greater respect for, 14
3 guardian, 11

C I
3 ceded to, 18 4 impair, 13
Q0 change of altitude, 1 3 impugn, 8

4 circumspect, 17
0 clarify, 8

3 commend, 6, 16
(1 compression, 1
Q3 contained, 15
(d1 correspond to, 15
(JJ courtesy, 4

Q0 credulous, 17
(A critical of, 12

O cynicism, 4

D

[ decelerate, 13

1 decline, 13

0 decrease size, 2
[ deranged, 7

[ derive, 3

(0 destabilize, 2

Q3 detached from, 12
0 dire, 14

0 disinformation, 19

E

(0 eccentricity, 9
[ enable, 8
[ endorse, 8

[J inconsistent, 20

[ increase in volume, 1
[ incursion, 13

QO ineffable, 7

0 inferred from, 18
Q initiated by, 18

L

A3 lack of motion, 1
a3 left to, 18

0 liability, 9

3 liberator, 11

ad little, 15

(3 loosen, 2

(JQ loss of stability, 1

M

O major, 15

Jd malign, 16

A mellifluous, 7

1 mendacity, 19

0 misrepresentation, 9
Q) mistaken, 20

1 move ahead willingly, 3

N

RIIPHFHA P BERTEM - HRIFTER

(J necessary, 16
[ normal, 5

(0]

(dd obscure, 2
(1 observe, 3
(JQ obstinacy, 4
[ obtuse, 7
Q3 outdated, 20

P

0 panic, 19

1 pathological, 5
(JQ pernicious, 16
0 pertinacity, 9

4 plan ahead carefully, 3

QA positive, 14
0 precise, 17
Q0 predate, 15
3 prod, 6

Q0 protocol, 19

R

A rare, 16

1 raspy, 7

0 recognized, 15
[ reduce purity, 2
O refine, 2

A rein, 6

[ reiterate, 10
3 relevant to, 18
(3 renewal, 13
(J represent, 16
U riled by, 12

S

1 simplicity, 9
0 skeptical, 17
(0 sketchy, 20

Q speak kindly of, 10

(J successor, 11
Q4 superficial, 20
U surprised by, 12

T

3 tell the truth about, 10

0 temporary, 5
Q trusting, 17
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u 0 uproarious, 7 Q1 variable, 5

0 unchanging
opportunities for, 14 v w

0 unfair, 16 4 vacillation, 9 (JQ worsening positions of,
1 unperturbed by, 12 O valuable, 16 14



