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Vocabulary Mastery Program

for

English Teacher Recruitment Test

15 Minutes, 20 Questions

Directions: Each question below consists of a
word printed in capital letters, followed by five
lettered words or phrases. Choose the lettered
word or phrase that is most nearly opposite in
meaning to the word in capital letters.

Since some of the questions require you to
distinguish fine shades of meaning, be sure to
consider all the choices before deciding which
one is best.

1. CUMBERSOME

(A) likely to succeed
(B) reasonable to trust
(C) valuable to have
(D) easy to handle
(E) important to know

2. INDUCEMENT

) reproof
deterrent
partiality
distinction

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) consideration

)
)
)
)

3. STARTLE

) appease
lull
reconcile
dally

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) slumber

)
)
)
)

4. ANOMALY

) derivation from estimates
conformity to norms
return to origins
adaptation to stresses

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) repression of traits

)
)
)
)

10.

. RECIPROCATING

) releasing slowly
calculating approximately
accepting provisionally
moving unidirectionally

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) mixing thoroughly

~— ~— ~— ~—

MOLLYCODDLE

(A) talk boastfully
(B) flee swiftly

(C) treat harshly

(D) demand suddenly
(E) adjust temporarily

SURFEIT

(A) affirmation
(B) compromise
(C) dexterity
(D) deficiency
(E) languor

SANGUINE

) morose
puzzled
gifted
witty

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) persistent

~— ~— ~— ~—

RETROSPECTIVE

(A) irresolute

(B) hopeful

(C) unencumbered
(D) evanescent
(E) anticipatory

ENCOMIUM

(A) biased evaluation
(B) polite response

(C) vague description
(D) harsh criticism

(E) sorrowful expression
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Directions: For the following Text Completion questions, select one entry
for each blank from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in
the way that best completes the text.

11. Inits literature and its political discourse, the nation has created various
narratives about itself that tend to intractable social divisions in
the interest of perpetuating a dubious myth of unity.

(A) denounce (D) anatomize
(B) obscure (E) explicate
(C) corroborate

12. The notion that prehistoric farming of Micronesia’s Mariana Islands
degraded the soils upon which savannas now occur is by soil
scientists, who attribute nutrient-poor savanna soils instead to long
geological periods of tropical weathering.

(A) bolstered (D) elucidated
(B) proposed (E) revived
(C) contradicted

13. Research indicates that many people hold (i)  views about
government, believing that elected officials should be able to overcome
differences and get things done while also regarding a willingness to
compromise as a sign of (i) .

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) cynical (D) fickleness
(B) self-contradictory (E) pragmatism
(C) shortsighted (F) intractability

14. Many civic institutions tend to (i) , when they do not actively
discourage, the better natures of the citizenry. People are individually
altruistic social animals who nonetheless teach themselves to be

(i)  in the public sphere.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) expose (D) selfish
(B) ignore (E) critical

(C) presuppose (F) adamant
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15. It is unfortunate that essays by literary critics so infrequently (i)  the
opinions of novelists and poets, for creative writers are often quite (i)
about their own philosophies and are frequently more familiar with
alternative systems of thought than critics are.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) influence (D) articulate
(B) challenge (E) inconsistent
(C) incorporate (F) prejudiced

16. Transportation maps of Alaska are (i) in large part by what they
(ii)  : lines identifying roads and railroads. With a single track
bisecting the state and a handful of spokes to the east and south, Alaska is
notable forits  (iii)  of transportation options.

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) demarcated (D) lack (G) panoply
(B) characterized (E) obscure (H) scope

(C) elucidated (F) evince (1) dearth
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Directions: For the following Sentence Equivalence questions, select the
two answer choices that, when used to complete the sentence, fit the
meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences that

are alike in meaning.

17. Psychologists have discovered that some of the most advice on
study habits is flat wrong, leading them to revise the guidelines they offer to
students.

popular IEl unassailable
hallowed effective
respected beneficial

18. Scenes of bustling streets full of well-dressed citizens going about their
business the growing hardship faced by all but the richest local
residents.

betoken @ gainsay
signify quell
contradict forestall

19. Though only nine years old, the dancer possesses flexibility that
suggests she may become a balletic superstar.

an inchoate @ a preternatural
an unexceptional a prodigious
an ungainly an awkward

20. Upstream dam construction can be aquatic fauna: the natural
seasonal flow patterns to which the fauna had become adapted are altered
and populations therefore fragmented.

redundant for @ derogatory to
disorienting for deleterious to
inimical to superfluous for
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A E o
Q0 accepting provisionally, 5 (JQ easy to handle, 1 (dQ obscure, 11, 16
QJ adamant, 14 0 effective, 17
(JQ adaptation to stresses, 4 [ elucidate, 12, 16 P
(J adjust temporarily, 6 U encomium, 10 4 panoply, 16
0 affirmation, 7 [ evanescent, 9 0 partiality, 2
1 anatomize, 11 1 evince, 16 (JQ persistent, 8
0 anomaly, 4 4 explicate, 11 QA polite response, 10
0 anticipatory, 9 Q4 expose, 14 {Q popular, 17
Q0 appease, 3 Q0 pragmatism, 13
0 articulate, 15 F Q0 prejudiced, 15
[ awkward, 19 (4 fickleness, 13 JQ presuppose, 14
Q0 flee swiftly, 6 1 preternatural, 19
B (0 forestall, 18 [ prodigious, 19
4 beneficial, 17 (Jd propose, 12
1 betoken, 18 G 0 puzzled, 8
(1 biased evaluation, 10 J1 gainsay, 18
4 bolster, 12 4 gifted, 8 Q
C H Q quell, 18
(4 calculating 0 hallowed, 17 R
approximately, 5 (4 harsh criticism, 10 O reasonable to trust, 1
Q challenge, 15 3 hopeful, 9 (JQ reciprocating, 5

0 characterize, 16
(JJ compromise, 7

Q0 conformity to norms, 4

(A3 consideration, 2
Q0 contradict, 12, 18
(3 corroborate, 11
Q3 critical, 14

O cumbersome, 1
Q4 cynical, 13

D

dQ dally, 3

(1 dearth, 16

0 deficiency, 7

1 deleterious, 20

0 demand suddenly, 6

0 demarcatee, 16

3 denounce, 11

Q3 derivation from
estimates, 4

Q0 derogatory, 20

Q0 deterrent, 2

1 dexterity, 7

0 disorienting, 20

Q0 distinction, 2

I

UQignore, 14

0 important to know, 1
(1 inchoate, 19

[ inconsistent, 15

0 incorporate, 15

A inducement, 2

A0 influence, 15

(1 inimical, 20

0 intractability, 13

A irresolute, 9

L

0 lack, 16

4 languor, 7

0 likely to succeed, 1
Q3 Jull, 3

m

0 mixing thoroughly, 5
(Jd mollycoddle, 6
4 morose, 8

1 moving unidirectionally,

5

(3 reconcile, 3

(1 redundant, 20

(0 releasing slowly, 5
U repression of traits, 4
[ reproof, 2

(J respected, 17

0 retrospective, 9

(JQ return to origins, 4
1 revive, 12

S

0 sanguine, 8

0 scope, 16

(0 self-contradictory, 13
Q3 selfish, 14

Q4 shortsighted, 13

0 signify, 18

3 slumber, 3

(3 sorrowful expression, 10

(1 startle, 3
4 superfluous, 20
3 surfeit, 7

T

(0 talk boastfully, 6
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(O treat harshly, 6 (Jd unexceptional, 19 Q3 valuable to have, 1
U 1 ungainly, 19
Q3 unassailable, 17 4 ud

(Jd unencumbered, 9 (J1 vague description, 10 0 witty, 8



