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Vocabulary Mastery Program

for

English Teacher Recruitment Test

15 Minutes, 20 Questions

Directions: Each question below consists of a
word printed in capital letters, followed by five
lettered words or phrases. Choose the lettered
word or phrase that is most nearly opposite in
meaning to the word in capital letters.

Since some of the questions require you to
distinguish fine shades of meaning, be sure to
consider all the choices before deciding which
one is best.

1. FLIPPANCY

(A) temperance
(B) reliability
(C) seriousness
(D) inflexibility
(E) reticence

2. FACETIOUS

laconic
forbearing

3. BUNGLE

) bring off
bail out
give in

pull through

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) put together

)
)
)
)

4. STODGY

) nervous
) incisive
) exciting
) talkative
)

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) happy

10.

. INIMITABLE

(A) enviable
(B) reparable
(C) amicable
(D) unwieldy
(E) commonplace

SERE

(A) lush

(B) obstinate

(C) immersed
(D) fortunate

(E) antiquated

VACUOUS

(A) courteous
(B) exhilarated
(C) modest

(D) intelligent
(E) emergent

PEDESTRIAN

) concise
attractive
mobile
delicate

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) imaginative

~— ~— ~— ~—

APPOSITE

(A) disposable
(B) adjacent
(C) vicarious
(D) parallel
(E) extraneous

BOMBAST

) kindness
nonthreatening motion
great effort
down-to-earth language

(A

(B
(C
(D
(E) good-natured approval

)
)
)
)
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Directions: For the following Text Completion questions, select one entry
for each blank from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in
the way that best completes the text.

11. The company’s steering committee, reluctant to be held any specific
commitments, released a strategic plan that was deliberately

(A) unpopular (D) inflexible
(B) repetitive (E) nebulous

(C) stringent

12. Within the field of emotional intelligence research, disagreements remain
about whether emotional intelligence can be learned and strengthened or is

characteristic.
(A) an expressed (D) a cultivated
(B) an inborn (E) a perceptible

(C) an invented

13. At one time researchers viewed the placebo effectas (i) , a statistical
(i)  faced by those attempting an objective evaluation of the efficacy
of potentially legitimate therapies. That view has changed: the placebo
effect is today seen as an important part of the healing process.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) a boon (D) increment
(B) a touchstone (E) annoyance
(C) an impediment (F) deviation
14. Tofunctionas (i) , literary critics must write well. A badly written book

review is worse than a badly written political speech or greeting card; a
badly written review is (i) , like a barber with a terrible haircut. If
critics cannot write well, how can they authoritatively recognize and
promote good writing?

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) soothsayers (D) self-aggrandizing
(B) evangelists (E) self-knowing
(C) iconoclasts (F) self-defeating

15. Despite the recent proliferation of gourmet and specialty salts, studies
suggest that it would take an unusually (i) palateto (i) foods
prepared with different salts—most salts taste the same to most people.

Blank (i) Blank (ii)
(A) broad (D) distinguish
(B) indiscriminate (E) enjoy

(C) sensitive (F) modify
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16. It is inevitable that ongoing research presupposes some accepted science
as a principle. Usually no one even notices the implication that the
accepted principle is being (i) unless there emerges (i)  that
turns out to be sufficiently  (ii)  that the assumptions underlying the
research come to be considered.

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii)
(A) jeopardized (D) an anomaly (G) trivial
(B) revised (E) a consensus (H) transparent

(C) tested (F) a distinction (1) recalcitrant
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Directions: For the following Sentence Equivalence questions, select the

two answer choices that, when used to complete the sentence, fit the

meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences that

are alike in meaning.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Whereas there has been extensive sociological research into how
globalization affects finance, religion, and population, comparable studies
of globalization’s impact on lawmaking and the practice of law have been

tedious @ tiresome
E scarce nonexistent
compromised inadequate

The fact that most hypotheses turn out to be wrong does not mean that
hypothesizing is . In fact, most hypotheses include useful ideas
that survive to become part of the next model or scenario.

futile IEl frustrating
E reckless exasperating
fruitless unnecessary

New Zealand’s breakaway landmass proved sanctuary for the
tuatara, for the island lacked any terrestrial mammals that would dig up the
tuatara’s slowly maturing eggs or pick off adolescents before they had a
chance to breed.

a temporary [D]an endangered

|B|an excellent a complicated

an agreeable a difficult

Though he said nothing, James his father’'s meaning; the boy was

far from being so obtuse as everyone thought him to be.

comprehended @ fathomed

distorted underestimated
respected misjudged

et DY OR code B &332 WA IF B IO IR M 25 5
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A

1 adjacent, 9
0 agreeable, 19
[ amicable, 5
0 annoyance, 13
3 anomaly, 16
Q0 antiquated, 6
4 apposite, 9
1 attractive, 8

B

Q bail out, 3
Q3 bombast, 10
(1 boon, 13
QA bring off, 3
Q0 broad, 15
Q0 bungle, 3

(o

13 commonplace, 5
(J complicated, 19
JQ comprehend, 20
1 compromised, 17
(1 concise, 8

Q0 consensus, 16
1 courteous, 7

O cultivated, 12

D

(0 delicate, 8

1 deviation, 13

Q0 difficult, 19

Q0 disposable, 9

Q0 distinction, 16

(4 distinguish, 15

4 distort, 20

0 down-to-earth language,
10

E

(J earnest, 2

1 emergent, 7

1 endangered, 19
0 enjoy, 15

[ enviable, 5

(1 evangelist, 14
(0 exasperating, 18
0 excellent, 19

0 exciting, 4

0 exhilarated, 7
0 expressed, 12
[ extraneous, 9

F

(A3 facetious, 2
0 fathom, 20
Q3 flippancy, 1
4 forbearing, 2
A fortunate, 6
A0 fruitless, 18
0 frustrating, 18
a3 futile, 18

G

Qd givein, 3

J1 good-natured approval,
10

0 great effort, 10

H

4 happy, 4
I

([ iconoclast, 14
0 imaginative, 8
0 immersed, 6
4 impediment, 13
O inadequate, 17
Q3 inborn, 12

0 incisive, 4

[ increment, 13
(0 indiscriminate, 15
0 inflexibility, 1
3 inflexible, 11
A3 inimitable, 5
O intelligent, 7
0 invented, 12

J

L jeopardize, 16
K

(0 kindness, 10
L

14 laconic, 2

(3 lush, 6
M

0 misjudge, 20
dd mobile, 8
O modest, 7
0 modify, 15

N

A nebulous, 11
(A nervous, 4
(J nonexistent, 17

(JQ nonthreatening motion,
10

(0]

(3 obstinate, 6
P

Q0 parallel, 9

(JQ pedestrian, 8
Q0 perceptible, 12
Q3 prideful, 2

Q4 pull through, 3
Q0 put together, 3

R

[ recalcitrant, 16
(1 reckless, 18
Q reliability, 1
4 reparable, 5
Q0 repetitive, 11
Q0 respect, 20

(J reticence, 1
[ revised, 16

S

[ scarce, 17

0 self-aggrandizing, 14
U self-defeating, 14
0 self-knowing, 14

[ sensitive, 15

(J sere, 6

(1 seriousness, 1

(0 soothsayer, 14

1 stodgy, 4

0 stringent, 11

T
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QO talkative, 4
3 tedious, 17
(1 temperance, 1
0 temporary, 19
3 tested, 16

U tiresome, 17
3 touchstone, 13

(0 transparent, 16
0 trivial, 16

U

U0 uncomplicated, 2
(0 underestimate, 20
(JJ unnecessary, 18

3 unpopular, 11
Q0 unwieldy, 5

v

[ vacuous, 7
[ vicarious, 9



