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Describe someone you know who made a

good decision recently

m Part 2: Cue Card

Describe someone you know who made a good decision recently.
You should say:

who he/she is

when he/she made the decision

what decision he/she made

why it was a good decision

and explain how you felt about the decision.

682
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Suggested Answer

Recently, my friend Lisa made a commendable decision that |
believe significantly impacted her life in a positive way. Lisa, a
colleague of mine, decided to pursue further education by enrolling in

a professional certification program related to her field of work.

She made this decision about two months ago when she
realized the importance of upgrading her skills and qualifications to
advance in her career. Despite being unsure initially due to the time
and financial commitment required for the program, she ultimately

decided to go ahead with it.

The decision to enroll in the certification program was
undoubtedly a wise one for several reasons. Firstly, it demonstrated
Lisa’s proactive approach to personal and professional development,
showing her commitment to enhancing her knowledge and expertise
in her field. Secondly, acquiring the certification would open up new
opportunities for career advancement and potentially lead to
higher-paying job prospects.

As a friend and colleague, | felt proud of Lisa for taking such a
decisive step towards her career goals. Her determination and
willingness to invest in her future were inspiring, and | have no doubt
that her decision will yield fruitful outcomes in the long run. Moreover,
witnessing her determination served as a reminder of the importance

of continuous learning and self-improvement in achieving success.
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@ Part 3: Follow-up Questions and Answers

1. Should parents make decisions for their children?

20

21

22

Parents should guide their children’s decision-making process rather
than making decisions for them outright. For instance, they can
provide advice, share their values, and discuss potential outcomes to

help children develop critical thinking skills and autonomy.
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. Do you think parents are the best people to make

decisions about their children’s education?

While parents play a crucial role in their children’s education,
decisions about education should involve collaboration between
parents, teachers, and students. For example, parents can support
their children’s learning by communicating with teachers, providing
resources, and encouraging academic exploration based on their

children’s interests and abilities.
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3. At what age do you think children can be allowed to make

decisions by themselves?

Children’s ability to make decisions independently varies depending
on their maturity, life experiences, and cognitive development. While
some children may demonstrate decision-making skills at a younger
age, others may require more guidance and support. Ultimately,

parents should gradually empower children to make age-appropriate

decisions as they demonstrate readiness and responsibility.
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. Why do most children find it difficult to make decisions?

Children may find it challenging to make decisions due to factors such
as fear of making mistakes, uncertainty about outcomes, or lack of
confidence in their judgment. Additionally, children may struggle with
decision-making when faced with overwhelming choices or conflicting
priorities. Parents can help alleviate these challenges by providing
guidance, reassurance, and opportunities for decision-making

practice.
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5. Should parents interfere in children’s decision-making?

Parents should strike a balance between supporting children’s
autonomy and providing guidance when necessary. For example,
while parents should respect children’s choices and encourage
independent decision-making, they may intervene if decisions pose
significant risks or go against family values. Ultimately, parents’
involvement should empower children to make informed decisions

while ensuring their well-being and safety.

| wseomeFRrLmRE"

S RHHEAE 2445 T4 RS BERSHRGHS 2 REIUE- A -
52 PR T TG SR ML OIS - (EARE &
AT R ERE LTS HE ] - A H AT T - B
IS A RHI S BB ST RE TR P - RN HELR
AR mERERT 2 %

.

. How should parents help their children make decisions?

Parents can help their children make decisions by providing guidance,
fostering open communication, and encouraging critical thinking skills.
For example, they can discuss options, weigh pros and cons, and
explore potential consequences together. Additionally, parents can
serve as positive role models by demonstrating effective

decision-making strategies and respecting children’s choices.
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7. Should children make decisions on their own?

Children should gradually learn to make decisions on their own as
they grow and mature. While parents play a supportive role in guiding
children’s decision-making process, empowering children to make
age-appropriate decisions fosters independence, confidence, and

responsibility.
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How should parents help their children make decisions?

Parents can help their children make decisions by providing guidance,
fostering open communication, and encouraging critical thinking skills.
For example, they can discuss options, weigh pros and cons, and
explore potential consequences together. Additionally, parents can
serve as positive role models by demonstrating effective

decision-making strategies and respecting children’s choices.
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Do parents in your country take decisions for their
children?

In my country, parents typically play a significant role in guiding their
children’s decisions, especially in matters concerning education,
career choices, and family obligations. However, there is a growing
emphasis on empowering children to participate in decision-making
processes and express their preferences with parental support and

guidance.
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10.
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Do you think it is advisable listening to others’ advice

when making decisions?

Yes, listening to others’ advice when making decisions can provide
valuable insights, alternative perspectives, and informed guidance.
However, it's essential to critically evaluate advice based on its
relevance, credibility, and alignment with personal values and goals.
Ultimately, making well-informed decisions involves considering

various viewpoints while trusting one’s judgment and intuition.
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Describe someone you really like to spend

time with

m Part 2: Cue Card

Describe someone you really like to spend time with.
You should say:

who this person is

how you knew him/her

what you usually do together

and explain why you like to spend time with him/her.
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Suggested Answer

Someone | truly enjoy spending time with is my childhood friend,
Sarah. We've known each other since we were in kindergarten, and

our bond has only grown stronger over the years.

Sarah and | became friends when we were just five years old,
and our friendship has stood the test of time. We met in our
kindergarten class and quickly became inseparable. Our shared
interests, from a love for books to a passion for exploring nature,

brought us even closer.

One of the things we love to do together is go on hiking trips.
Both of us developed a deep appreciation for the outdoors as we
grew up, and hiking became a shared hobby. We often plan weekend
getaways to nearby nature reserves or mountains, where we can
immerse ourselves in the beauty of the natural world. Whether it's
conquering a challenging trail or simply sitting by a serene lake, the

experience is always enriched by our conversations and laughter.

Sarah is a fantastic listener and has an incredible sense of
humor. Whenever we’re together, we can talk about anything and
everything. From our childhood memories to our dreams for the
future, our conversations flow effortlessly. She’s also the one who can
make me laugh even on the gloomiest of days, and our inside jokes

always leave us in stitches.

What | cherish most about spending time with Sarah is the
genuine connection we share. She understands me like no one else,
and | feel completely at ease in her presence. We support each other
through life’s ups and downs, and her friendship has been a source of

comfort and strength.

In conclusion, | truly enjoy spending time with my childhood
friend, Sarah. We met in kindergarten, share a love for the outdoors,
and have an unbreakable bond. Our hiking adventures, heartfelt
conversations, and laughter make our time together incredibly
special. Sarah’s friendship is a treasure, and | couldn’t ask for a better

companion to share life’s journey.
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m Part 3: Follow-up Questions and Answers

1. How many generations usually live together in your

country?

In my country, it’s typical to find three generations cohabiting
harmoniously. This multigenerational living arrangement often
comprises grandparents, parents, and children, symbolizing strong
family bonds and intergenerational support. It's a cultural norm that
fosters close-knit family connections, allowing grandparents to impart
wisdom and values to younger generations, while the younger

members provide care and companionship to their elders.
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. Is it important to visit family members?

Visiting family members is considered of utmost importance in my
culture. It signifies our commitment to maintaining strong family ties.
Regular visits are not merely about physical presence but also about
emotional connection and sharing moments of joy and sorrow. Family
gatherings during holidays or special occasions are cherished

traditions, strengthening our sense of belonging and unity.
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3. What are the values of family in your country?

Family values in my country revolve around unity, respect for elders,
and the nurturing of close relationships. We prioritize spending quality
time together, sharing meals, and celebrating traditions. Our culture
places a high value on caring for aging family members, and there’s a

strong sense of duty to support and protect one another.
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. Why is family bonding necessary for happiness in life?

Family bonding is deemed essential for happiness in life due to its
role in providing emotional security and a strong support system. The
bonds forged within a family offer unwavering love, understanding,
and a sense of belonging. These connections serve as a safety net
during challenging times and amplify our joy during moments of
celebration. Ultimately, happiness often stems from knowing you have

a loving and dependable family by your side.
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5. Do you think the support from a friend is different from the

support from a family member?

Support from friends and family members can differ in certain ways.
Family often provides a profound, unconditional love that spans a
lifetime. The bonds with family members are deeply ingrained, rooted
in shared history and experiences. On the other hand, friends may
offer diverse perspectives and varied life experiences, enriching our
lives in unique ways. While both forms of support are invaluable,
familial support tends to be deeply ingrained, forming an unbreakable
foundation, while friends can bring fresh insights and companionship

to our lives, often complementing the support we receive from family.
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. What kinds of people are easy to get along with?

People who are open-minded, empathetic, and good listeners are
generally easy to get along with. They are approachable,
understanding of different perspectives, and willing to compromise
when conflicts arise. For example, | find it easy to connect with
colleagues who are receptive to new ideas and respectful of others’

opinions.

| tEgmAESHE?

R~ TR ~ R ASH H IR S AFIE - AP
TRTA - BRI, - B T e L -
BIAI » FRFSTIGSE B ZHAS + W AR AR AT
5 -



20

21

22

23

24

25

696

e O E = 2T Jan-Apr 2025 (part 263)

7. How do leaders get along with their subordinates?

Effective leaders foster positive relationships with their subordinates
through open communication, mutual respect, and support. They
lead by example, demonstrate fairness, and provide guidance and
feedback. Building trust and showing genuine concern for their team

members’ well-being are key strategies to get along with subordinates.
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Do people have time for themselves nhowadays?

In today’s fast-paced world, finding time for oneself can be
challenging. Many people lead busy lives due to work, family
commitments, and social obligations. However, it's essential to
prioritize self-care and create moments for relaxation and personal
interests. Whether it’s reading a book, practicing a hobby, or simply
enjoying quiet time, carving out moments for oneself is crucial for

mental and emotional well-being.
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9. Do you like talking with older people? Why?

Yes, | enjoy talking with older people for several reasons. Firstly, they
often have a wealth of life experiences and wisdom to share, which |
find insightful and valuable. Secondly, conversing with older
individuals allows me to learn about history, culture, and traditions
from their perspectives. Lastly, it fosters a sense of respect and
intergenerational understanding, bridging the gap between different

age groups and strengthening social connections.
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