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Orchestrating Solutions to Global

Housing Scarcity

[23] 2026-05xx (Canada)

In many countries, a shortage of housing has become a serious

problem. Some people believe that only governments can solve this

issue.
To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

TEFFZ RIS - (£ RIRRE Ryl B AT - L5 ARE Ry R
ABUFA rEfFUE A E -

1t % KA2E B &R EEFEHE ?

EER] = %=#3532 Suggested Answer

I Introduction: The Crisis of the Hearth

In the hyper-competitive real estate markets of metropolitan
hubs like Taipei and London, the dream of homeownership has turned
into a mathematical impossibility for the younger generation. The
proliferation of tiny “nanoflats” and the skyrocketing cost of rent have
forced many university graduates/to allocate over half of their income
to meager living spaces, suppressing birthrates and delaying family
formation. This chronic deficit of affordable shelter is a systemic
failure gripping both advanced-and emerging economies alike. While
a faction of free-market economists maintains that private developers
can naturally correct this imbalance ifleft to their own devices, the

history of urban development suggests otherwise. Because housing

is a fundamental human right vulnerable to speculative
commodification, private markets will never naturally construct

unprofitable affordable units; therefore, the government must act as
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the primary architect in solving the housing shortage through zoning
reform, public housing construction, and market regulation.

EGIL ~ MBERE ST E i E i+ - #EE1E
IR EH R — R S CEGE AN A VAR o U 2RI
PEROFH RO TR BE T 25 A B2 52 SR A it — ~F Ry A R I
/NRISEAEZER] - E IR T AT R AHEE 1R S RERYIRERA -
T8 M R AR ARSI 3 P Po R R [FIRE - 2 2 B 2 A8 AR il
FEIEE R R IR SRAC TR EERE - f BRI H T A B2 5E Ry
AR BUERLABARERG B 1T HOE - M B SR eES R e E A~ T 1 -
By 7 %8 By FRE S BHER NG I FANLL - R (E s —THFAR A RE -
Hi G2 Bt rambrusg2s - AT EAGEN & B At
TR AT ERASEE M B Rl BORFAEE W o7 el ~ 2
HAF BTG EE - B REEN - MEF5 TR AR -
Body Paragraph 1: Profit Maximization versus Human
Necessity

The primary justification for a state-led approach is that the
private real estate market is driven entirely by profit maximization
rather than human necessity. Left unregulated, commercial
developers will naturally prioritize luxury condominiums and high-end
commercial spaces that offer the highest return on.investment,
completely ignoring the demand for low- and middle-income housing.
This market distortion has led to a global phenomenon where urban
centers possess an abundance of vacant luxury.apartments owned
by speculative international investors, while working-class citizens are
pushed to the geographic and economic fringes of society. Without a
centralized authority to mandate that a fixed percentage of new
developments be reserved for affordable’units; the “invisible hand” of
the market will continue to exacerbate urban segregation,

transforming vibrant cities into exclusive enclaves for the wealthy.

BRI 22 R Y £ SRR AL B IEE T 58 2 AT
I AALATEEE) - MR R AR BRE TR < AR LR -
P SEDH 28 H AR e 1 S TP B R (MR AR B SR 4 E R =i i
RESEZEM] - SE R TR AL BRI R « Gt i E
T RIS ¢ IR DT R E R R RS M B
AR ESEFENE - 1 TS e A S s - a2
FEMMEE SRS b - ARy AT RS AR SRR e E
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Body Paragraph 2: Legislative Authority and Structural
Reforms

Furthermore, the state is the only entity that possesses the
legislative authority to dismantle the bureaucratic and legal barriers
that strangle the housing supply. A significant driver of the current
crisis is the restrictive nature of localized zoning laws, such as
Single-Family Zoning, which prevents high-density residential
development in areas that desperately need it. Private developers
cannot unilaterally change these laws or seize underutilized industrial
land for residential redevelopment. Governments, however, have the
unique capacity to implement sweeping zoning reforms, fast-track
construction permits, and invest in the massive transit infrastructure
required to connect new residential districts to commercial centers.
By taking the lead, the state can create the structural environment

necessary for rapid housing expansion.

LEAh - SR BIBEAA IERE - A DA ERRERE L S IR e
18 L RANRERERE o E a6 2 2EE B K 2 5 50 &
ERRRIIREIE - BTN Pl - &Rk RE ¢ ST =
FEAEREE T E TR - AL A BAE R AR T
EUGELeERT - AR ER T3 H g TR Bdod -
M - BUN#EA ERRIEE ST - AICAE G TS o - iR
SEF AL - WAREALGERO T (R ARG ST L AT REHYRE
RASHEEBERR G o Z B FUEAE R - BAZKR] PARIE R P TR
fEIRPT RS RIS A MBS -
Body Paragraph 3: Leveraging Public-Private
Partnerships

However, a truly comprehensive solution does not imply that
governments must act entirely alone; rather, they should strategically
leverage the operational efficiency of the private sector through
public-private partnerships. State-managed construction can
sometimes succumb to bureaucratic stagnation, resultingin
uninspired, inefficient projects that fail to adapt to modern lifestyle
demands. Successful international models, such as Singapore’s

Housing & Development Board (HDB) or Austria’s social housing
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program, demonstrate that the government can set the regulatory
baseline, fund the land acquisition, and subsidize the costs, while
outsourcing the actual architectural’ design-and construction to private
firms. This synergy ensures that housing remains public, affordable,
and high-quality, combining the ethical mission of the state with the

logistical agility of the market.

PRI+ ELIE S HHIRRTT ZEANE RS BUN L ZH BRI
F - BURFERGE R A RAETE - ORISR FIRL AR 0 585
o FER T EIEE ARG A EEERIEL - HEEEERR
ZRE ~ BRI - R CAE T RUFE K o BRI
BRI - BlamsETinidt 2/ (HDB) BB |rumter{EEat
& - BSOS ] DASLE B R~ B I ARG A
[FJ R B R A SR E A T AT Y MuARRA S 158 o s Teifigh [F) S5URE
WELR TEFBHIAILME ~ FTEIEMENTERE - R E T ay
BTG Y)R BEE TE ARG & e
Conclusion: Reclaiming the Public Landscape

In conclusion, the global housing shortage is too grave a crisis
to be left to the erratic impulses of speculative capitalism. While
private developers are essential logistical partners for material
execution, they lack the structural motivation or the legal power to
resolve a social emergency that impacts the collective welfare of the
citizenry. Housing is not a mere luxury commodity; it.is-the physical
foundation of social stability and economic security. Therefore,
governments must step out of the shadows:of deregulation and
reclaim their role as active managers of the public landscape. By
pairing aggressive state-funded construction with sensible market
interventions, modern nations can ensure that the city remains.an
accessible sanctuary for all its inhabitants rather than a speculative

playing field for a select few.

M - ZEERMEE R P Ry iR - B REE AP E A
LRI AT/ o SRR AP # i BT A -h A
AIEGERIPITR S TER A - (BT iR sz s REE R iRt 1Y
k& ARSI R B IR AR « (£ ALIEE Bl - 2t
BIENE L ERIVE R - (K - 25 BB L e RR
EHIRkERE - BRI A L2 R A E RS R A R - R
R [R5 i B s B 5 BRI T - TEARRS 7 - BRI 5 AT DA
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e chronic deficit of affordable shelter ( RRATRZISEBRE )
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e speculative commodification ( #4551k )
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e zoning reform ( D ENE )
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e economic fringes of society (TtZ#E 2% )
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e erratic impulses of speculative capitalism (IZHEARTERINORE
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accessible sanctuary ( #EEBRROVELEERT )
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